CIVILIZATION   AND   DISEASE

Hans Pfitzner revived the subject in an opera in 1895 and Gerhard
Hauptmann in a drama in 1902, but this was pure romanticism
which consciously used mediaeval subjects on account of their
human values. In a modern realistic novel a different condition
would be chosen, as in Henry Bellamann's Kings Row where the
self-sacrificing devotion of a woman to the man she loves and mar-
ries is illustrated by the fact that he is hopelessly crippled, having
lost both legs in a particularly tragic way.

In the late Middle Ages and in the Renaissance the plague was
obviously a popular literary subject. Boccaccio described it most
graphically in the introduction to his Decameron and made it the
excuse for his collection of stories. The Elizabethan physician and
writer William Bullein published in 1564 A Dialogue against the
Fever Pestilence which was not only a didactic play but also
showed how various people react in the proximity of death. The
plague continued to haunt people's minds after it had disappeared
from the West. Daniel Defoe's Journal of the Plague Year of 1722
was long considered an historical document, which it is not. Defoe
was five years old when plague befell England for the last time. It
actually is a romance, but early childhood reminiscences may have
inspired the author. The romantic novelists naturally made use of
such a dramatic motive as the plague, and it occurs in such grue-
some stories as William Harrison Ainsworth's Old St. Paul of 1841*
If a novelist wants to picture the plague today he must transfer
the scene to China as A. J. Cronin did in The Keys of the Kingdom,
a novel in which he packed all conceivable catastrophies between
the covers of one book.

In 17th century fiction gout was a very popular subject. The
disease was apparently widespread, particularly among the upper
classes. Thomas Sydenham wrote a classical monograph on the
subject in 1681. He was very familiar with the disease because he
suffered from it himself for a long time. Gout was used in litera-
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